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SUMMARY 

Pine Belt Cellular, Inc. (“Pine Belt‘), in this Petition for Designation as an Eligible 

TelecommUnications Carrier (“Petition”) requests designation as an eligible telecOmmuniCations 

carrier rETC”) for its fufal service areas in Alabama fine Belt was granted ETC authority for 

nommal portions of its sewice territory in 2002. Pine Belt is not requesting redehition of any 

kkphone service arm, and has included a map of the proposed additionaI ETC service area, and 

a iist of affected wire centers. 

The Alabama Public Service Commission Iacks jurisdiction to consider Pine Belt’s 

request for ETC authority. Pine Belt meets a l l  statutory and regulatory requirements far ETC 

designation to sene maI Alabama customers. Pine Belt provides universaI service offerings, 

including voice-grade access to the public switched network, I d  usage plans, the functional 

equivalent of touch tone signahng, single party service, a w e s  to emergency services, operator 

Services, interexchange service and directory assistance. Pine Belt participates in Lifeline, and 

offers toll blockings. Pine Belt provides the supported sentices using its own fbilities, 

advertises its universal seryiee offering, and will use a l l  funds consistent with the rules and 

policies of the FCC and the Communications Act. Pine Belts commits to provide ~d 

cwtomm with comparable to semi= provided by other RLfal carriers, will provide sewice to 

requesting customers, and dernonstmtes in its five year comtruction plan that it intends to use 

universal service funds to construct additiod facilities and provide improved Service offerings 

to customers in rural Alabama. Pine Belt understands the needs of its market area, and commits 

to abide by the CTIA Code for Wireless Service. Pine Belt’s requ&ed ETC Senrice ma 

incIudes entire study areas, and grant of ETC authority to Pine Belt will have minimal impact on 



the universal fund. Pine Belt commits to submit annual reports to the Commission detailing its 

compliance with FCC rules and policies. 

Pine Belt is a w e l l q d i h l  applicant, and grant of ETC authority to Pine Belt for its 

nuaI service mas will increase competitive choice and quality service option to fllcal Alabama 

consumers and is in the public interest. Pine Belt respectfillly requests that this Commission 

grant this Petition. 



Before the 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

In the Matter of 

Pine Belt Cellular, Inc. 

Petition for Designation as an 
Eligible Telecommunications 
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FCC 97419 

PETTIION FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 
ELIGIBLF, TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

Pine Belt Cellular, Inc. (“Pine Belt”), pursuant to Section 214(e)(6) of the 

communications Act of 1934, as amended rAct‘’), and the des and procedures of the Federal 

Communication Commission (CTCC” or T~mmis~i~n’~) , ’  hereby petitions the Commission to 

designate Pine BeIt as an eligib€e telecommunications carrier (“ETC”) for its rural service areas 

in Alabama, as depicted in Exhibit 3. The Pine Belt’s licensed service area includes the 

requested areas.2 The AI&- Public Service Commission (“APSC’’) Iacks jurisdiction to 

consider Pine Belt’s request for ETC authority: and themfore the FCC clearly has jurisdiction 

under Section 214(e)(6) to consider and grant this petition. Pine Belt is not requesting my 

redehition of telephone Service areas. Pine Belt meets all the statutory and regulatory 

requirements for ETC designation to serve nrral Alabama customers. As demonstrated in this 

’ 
a c h e d  to h i s  Petition as Exhibit 1 - 

rural portions of its Alabama territory by order released May 24,2002, DA 0242552. ’ 
as Exhiiit 2. 

A c d c a t i o n  that Pme Belt me& the criteria for ETC status and complies with the Anti-hg Abuse Act is 

Pine 3eWs d c e  area map appears on W b i t  3. Pine Belt previously was granted authority to m e  the non- 

See Pine Belt Cehlm, Inc. and Pine Belt PB, Inc., Alabama PSC Dockel U M ,  March 12,2002, attached 

2 



petition, the designation of Pine Belt as an ETC for the requested seervice territory will serve the 

public interest. 

I. 

Pine Be€t is a commercial mobile radio service provider (TMRS”), Iicensed by the 

Commission to provide m i c a  in Alabama Rural Senice Area 3B2 for cellular services and the 

Selma basic trading area (FCC k k e t  B4I5) for personal communications services? Pine Belt 

is m a t e d  with Pine Belt Telephone Company, a provider of wireline telephone Service in fllfal 

AIabma. 

PINE BELT PROVIDES tMVER!3AL, SERVICE OFFERINGS 

Pine Belt seeks designation as an eligible telecommunications Carrier to provide Wireless 

service in the Alabama wireline exchange areas listed in Exbibit 3. Pine Belt seeks ETC 

designation to expand its telecommunications offerings b coflfillllzers within its authorized 

wireless service areas. Pine Belt provides a l l  of the sewices and functiodties supporkd by the 

federal universal service program, enurnerafed in Section 54.101(a) of the Commission’s rules, 

throughout its service area in Alabama. Upon ETC designation, Pine Belt wilI make available to 

consumers a m i v d  service offering over its existing networks -cture and spectrum, 

including the same antenna, cell-site, tower, t rdhg,  mobile switching, and intercomection 

facilities used by the company to seme its customers. Fine Belt also will provide service to any 

requesting customer within the designated sewice mas, and if necessary will deploy any 

additional f a d i t i s  necessary to do so. 

The requested service mas are shown in Exhibit 3. 



El[. PINE BELT SATlsFlES TEIF, STATUTORY AND REGULATORY 
PREREQUW”ES FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELTGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER 

Pine Belt satisfies the necessary elements to be designakd as an ETC by the 

Commission, as detailed below. 

A Pine Belt is not Subject to the Jurisdiction of the Alabama Public Sewice 
C o ~ i o n  (UAPSCn) 

Pine Belt provides commercial mobile radio seryice (“CMRS”’), and the Commission has 

previously recognized that a CMRS provider may seek designation as an ETC.’ Section 

332(c)(3) of the Act precludes rate and entry regulation of CMRS providers by state public 

utility commissions! This Commission has jurisdiction, under Section 214(e)[6), to designate 

CMRS providers as ETCs. 

Consistent with the foregoing, the APSC, in an order attached to this Petition as Exhibit 

2, bas concluded that Pine Bert is not subject to state jurisdiction in Alabama a d  therefore must 

seek ETC designation from the FCC pursuant to Section 214(e)(6). 

B. Pine Belt Offers all of the Sewices Supported by the Fedemi High-Cost 
Universal Semite Program 

Pine Belt satisfies the FCC’s requirements that an ETC designated pursuant to Section 

214(e)(6) “offer, or will be able to offer all  of the services designated €or support by the 

Commi~sioa”~~ As described below, Pine Belt currenfly offers each of the supported seryices 

See FedwaI3ate Joint Board on Universal Services CC Docket No. 9645, First Report and Order, 12 FCC 
Rcd 8776, 8858-59, 1 145 (1997) (7Jnivmsal Service First Rqmrt and Wd); FedkraIXme Joint Board on 
UnivaTsal Service, Aceess Charge Reform. Seventh Report and Order and Thirteenth Order on Reconsideration in 
CC Docket No. M 5 ,  Folrrtb Report and order m CC Docket No. 96262, and F W w  Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking, FCC 99-1 19 at 7 72 (released May 28, 1949). 

47 U.S.C. 8 332(c)(3). See also FederaMtate Joint Board on Universal *ice: Promofing Depbpnem and 
Subscribership in Unserved and U&sei-ved hew, Inchding Tribal and Insular Areas, CC h k t  No. 9H5, 
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 99-204, w78,82 (released sepfember 3,1999) {suggesting that FCC 
may designate CMRS providers as ETCs under 47 U.S.C. 2 14(e)(6) and 332(c)(3)). 

Designaim of Fort Mojpye TeIewmmunicatiom, inc, et d,, as Higible Telecommunicm~ons Carriers 
Pursuant to Section 2IJ(e)(6) of the Communiationr Act. 13 FCC Rcd 4547, 4553, f 11 (CCB 1998) (“Fort 

5 
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described in Section 54.101(a) of the Commission’s rules! Pine Bell will make available a 

universal Seryiee offering that includes dl of the. supported services for coflsumm in the 

designated Service areas in Alabama. 

1 .  Voice-Grade Access to the public Switched Network. As an existing CMRS 

service provider in Alabama, Pine Belt provides voice-grade a w e s  to the public switched 

network. Through interconaection agreements with incumbent carriers Pine Belt is able to 

originate and terminate telephone service for all of its subscribers. 

2. LmaI Usage. Pine Belt will offer throughout its seryice streas several sewice 

options that include local usage in monthly service plans. Pine Belt will offer its universal 

sewice customers a rate plan that includes unlimited local usage. Pine Belt will comply with 

ETC daigmtion requirements by offering such unlimited local usage calling plans. 

3. FUI&OIU~ -dent of TOuch-TOm r’T)TMF’’) Sirmalrn * g. Pine Belt m n t l y  

uses out-of-band digital signaling and in-band mdti-j?qwncy (%IF‘’) signaling that is 

functionally quivalent to DTMF signaling. Pine Belt therefore meets the requirement to provide 

DTMF signaling or its functional equivalent? 

4. Single Party Service. Pine Belt meets the requirement of single-party service by 

providing a dedicated message path for the length of all customer calls.” 

5. Access to Emewencv Service. Pine Belt currently offers access to emergency 

service throughout its cellular service area by dialing 91 1. Enhanced 91 1 rE9lly’), which 

includes the capability of providing both automatic nmkring information rAlW) and 

automatic location information YALP’), is required only if a public emergency semice provider 

Mojave”). A declaration attesting to Pine Belt’s ability and commitment to offer each of the supported services is 
attached hereto at Exhibit I. 

47 CF.R 5 54.101[a). 
Univmai Service First Report and Order, 12 FCC Rcd. at 88 15, f 7 I (1 997). 

ID Id at 8810,y 62. 
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makes arrangements for the delivery of such information.” Pine Belt has completed Phase 1 

E911 implementation in all jurisdictions that have requested it (four ofthe five counties served 

by Pine Belt). No public emergency service provider in Pine Belt’s Service territory has 

requested Phase II compfiance. The Commission has already held that wireless providers m y  

be designated as ET& despite the current unavailability of E91 1.” By providing 91 1 service 

and being capable and ready to provide E411 service upon request, Pine Belt meets the 

requirement to provide access to emergency service. 

6. Access to Operator Services. Pine Belt offers its subscribers access to operator 

senices and will make such services available throughout its designated service area. 

7. Access to hterexchanee Service. Pine Belt provides all  of its customers with the 

ability to makc and receive interexchange or toll calls through direct intermmection 

mangements the Company has with an interexchange carrier. Pine Belt achowledges than it 

m y  be required to provide equal access to interexchange carriers in its designated service m a  if 

no other ETC is providing qual access within the service area. 

8. Access to Directow Assistance. Pine Belt meets this requirement by providing all 

of its customers with access to directory assistance by dialing “4 1 1 ” or “555- 12 12.” 

. .  9. Toil Limitation for O u a W m ~  Low-hmme Customers. Pine Belt participates in 

Lifeline, and offers ton blocking in satisfaction of the FCC‘s requirement. Pine Belt provides 

toll blocking services for international d s  and customer selected toll calls, and Pine Belt uses 

the Same toll bfocking teclmohgy to provide toll limitation €or quahfying low-income customers, 

at no charge, ELS part of its universal senice offerings. 

Id at 8826-27,B 90. 
l2 Id 
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C. 

Pine Belt provides the supported sewices under Section 214(e)(l)(A) of the Act and 

Section 54.101(a) of the Commission’s rules using Pine Belt’s existing network izl-firastnrcture, 

consisting of switching, trunking, cell sites, and network equipment, together with any 

expansions and enhancements to that network Pine Belt has the technical capability to mainfain 

Pine Belt Provides the Supported Sewices Using its Own Facilities 

its facilities during emergency situations. 

D. 

Pine Belt advertises the availability of its universal Service offering, and the charges for 

the offering, using media of general distribution. currently, Pine Bet  employs a variety of 

advertising media to promote its service offerings, including television, radio and newspaper 

advertising, and its website. Pine Belt’s advertising plan is designed tu fully inform consumers 

within its designated service area of its Universal service offering. Pine Belt also will provide 

notice of its semice offering kt f d  unemployment, social security and welfare offices. It wiIl 

publicize construction of new facilities in unserved or underserved areas. 

Pine Belt Will Attvertise its Universal Sewice Offering 

E. Additional Commitments and Certi&ations 

1. All Federal Hi& Cost Supmrt shall be used consistent with the Act. Pine 

Belt certif5es that, consistent with 54.3 14 of the Commission’s rulesy all federal high cost support 

will be used solely for the provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilities and sedces for 

which support is intended purmant to Section 254(e) ofthe Act. 

2. Commitment to Provide Service to Rural Customers. Pine Belt commits 

that it will provide Alabama rural customers with sewices comparable to services provided in 

rural areas by other telecommications carriers in those areas. 

3. Commitment to Provide Service to Remesting Customers. When Pine 

Belt receives requests for service from residents and businesses in the designated service area, 



Pine Belt will provide service promptly, where available. If Pine Belt receives a request from a 

potential customet within its licensed service area but outside existing network coverage, Pine 

Belt will evaluate a l l  feasible means of providing services, including adjustments to network 

facilities, modification of customef equipment or coastruction of additionat fadities, or 

provision of resold services. lf after evaluating a l l  feasible options, Pine Belt cannot meet a 

request for service, Pine Belt will notify the requesting party, and the Commission within 30 

days of making such a determination. Pine BeIt will provide the Commission with an a u n d  

report of how many, if any, requests for service were UnfUImed during the year. Pine Belt 

acknowledges the Commission’s-authority to review any complaints that may arise from any 

potential service provisioning disputes. Pine Belt commits to lx responsive to requests for 

Service, and diligent in its efforts to meet the needs of customers and potential customers. Pine 

Belt commits to using universal support funds in an appropriate manner to provide Service to 

customers in rural Alabama. 

4. Commitment to U n d  e Facilities and Techolo~zy. Pine Belt has 

developed a five-year network improvement plan submitted as Exhibit 4. This plan details plans 

for network hpvements  on a year-by-year basis for the next five years, and demonstrates how 

Pine Belt will use universal seryice funds to improve coverage, signal strength, and capacity of 

its network. 

5. Commitment to Improve OualiQ of Service. Pine Belt understands the 

needs of its market area, and will provide quality services to its customers in Alabama. P i e  Belt 

commits to abide by the. CTIA Code for Wireless Service for its service territory. 

6.  Provision of Service During Emergencies. Pine Belt has reasonable back- 

up power d c i e n t  to provide service during power outages and other emergencies. Pine Belt 



7, Recluested Service Areas Include Entire Study Areas. Pine Belt seeks 

designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier to provide wireless service in the Alabama 

wirehe exchange areas listed in Exhibit 3. This service territory includes d areas served by 

incumbent teIephme company &kite Pine Belt Tdephme Company, and other fural 

incumbent telephone company seryice territories depicted on the map and wire service chart 

included in Exhibit 3. Pine Belt requests ETC authority for the entire study areas fisted on 

Exhibit 3. No service afea redefinition is quested, and Pine Beh will not “ c m W  any 

rural areas, because Pine Belt h n d s  to serve the ea& requested rural areas. 

8. Submission of Reports. Pine Belt will submit to the Commission reports 

on an mud basis, including (i) progress reports regarding its bdd-out p w  (ii) information 

about any outage lasting Longer than 30 minutes and potentially affecting either its 91 I facilties 

or at least 10 percent of the end users served; (E> the number of requests for service &om 

potential customers within Pine Belt’s service area that were mfhELled for the past year; (iv) the 

n u m b  of consumer cornplaints per IO00 handsets in senice; (v) information about compliance 

with the CTIA Consumer Code; (vi) certification that it is offering a local usage pian comparable 

to the Iocal incumbent carriers; (vii) information about its provision of emergency service; and 

(viii) acknowledgement that the Commission may require it to provide equal access to long 

distance &em ifno other ETC in the area is providing equal access in the service territory. 

9. Minimal Impact on the Universal Service Fund. As Pine Belt 

demonstrates in Exhibit 5,  the Commission’s gtant of ETC authority to Pine Belt for its rural 

service area will have minimal. impact on the universal Service fund in Alabama. 

- 8 -  



III. DESIGNATTNG PIN?, BELT AS AN ETC IS IN TEE FU€H.JC IN’IERFST 

The designation of Pine Belt as ETC for the requested rival Savice territory clearly is in 

the public interest. Pine Belt demonstrates in this Petition, in accordance Commission rules and 

policies, and CoIlSistent with the public interest analysis set forth in the Commission’s Virginia 

CeZZuZar decisiom,13 that grant of Pine Belt’s request will increase competitive choice in the 

designated rural Alabama service area; will have minimal impact on the universal service fund; 

and will provide quality services in an expeditious fashion to cons me^^ in rufal Alabama. 

IV, ANTI-DRUG ABUSE CERTIFICATION 

Pine Belt certifk that no party to this Petition is subject to a denial of federal befits, 

including FCC benefits, pursuant to Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, 21 

U.S.C. $862. l4 

Virginia Cellrrlm. LLC Petician for Dsignation ap an EIigibIe Telecommunicaiions Carrier in the 

21 U.S.C. 0 862. See attached CMcation at Exhibit 1. 

1% 

Commmvedth of Yirgink 19 FCC Rcd 1563 (2004) (Virginia CerIulm’~). *‘ 
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V. coNcLusIoN 

Fur the foregoing reasons Pine Belt respectfully requests ETC designation for t h e  

requested& service territories in Alabama 

Respectfully subxuiw 

PINE BELT CELLULAR, lNC 

John C. N d e s ,  President 
Pine Belt Cellular, Inc. 
3984 County Road 32 
Axkgbm,Alabama 36722 

1717 K Skeet, N.W., Suite 600 
Was-n, D.C. 20036 
(202) 550-0722 

Date: March2,2006 
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Declaration of John C. Nettles 
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Order of the Alabama Public Service Commission 

Exhibit 3 

Map of Proposed Pine Belt ETC Service Territory and List of Wire Centers 

E a b i t  4 

Maps and Chart ofFive-Year Construction Plan 
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Exhibit 5 

USF Fund Impact Analysis 

Exhibit 6 

CTIA Code for Wireless Service 
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